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September 20, 2004 


June 12, 2001

National Marine Fisheries Service

525 NE Oregon ST.  Suite 500

Portland, OR 97232-2737



Dear Gary Fredricks, 

Here is the letter you requested, detailing Bonneville’s investigation into the elevated mortality rate of smolts found at the Powerhouse Two monitoring facility.

On 12 May, 19 May, Control Room operators received a call from Smolt Monitoring reporting a high number of dead smolts coming into the sample.  In response, operators inspected DSM2, orifices, and gatewells.  Nothing out of the ordinary found.

Over Memorial Day Weekend, Smolt Monitoring again called the Control Room to report high mortality rates.  The Control Room operators called the Project Bios at home.  Project Bios called Smolt Monitoring to discuss the problem.  Mortality rate monitoring continued over the weekend.

Riggers have done inspections on all STSs and VBSs, and they’ve looked at the orifice with the video camera.  Videotapes were sent to Dennis Schwartz.

Inspection of DSM2 occurs every day.  No problems found.  Bios decided to go ahead and send a beach ball through the two-mile pipe on 06 June.  The ball took two and a half hours to exit the pipe at the PDS.  It had deflated, gotten a hole in it and took on some water.  Smolt Monitoring threw an inflated glove and a water filled glove into the pipe.  The inflated glove exited 40 minutes later, the water filled glove wasn’t seen again.

Project Bios and Smolt Monitoring created a spreadsheet comparing Unit 15 operations with smolt sample mortality.  

On 07 June, the Project decided to move Unit 15 to standby to see how that affected smolt mortality rates.  That test concluded at 0600 11 June.  No change in mortality.

The Project is now considering dewatering the entire facility to inspect the pipe.  Ideally, this will occur at the same time that the Monitoring Facility is dewatered for PDS weir work and crowder repairs.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Sturgill

Tammy Mackey

Terry Hurd







Bonneville Fisheries

Unit 15 operations (as taken from inspection sheets) and mortality at Monitoring Facility 

	DATE
	unit 15
	morts at JMF
	% morts

	19-Apr
	
	1
	0.30

	20-Apr
	0
	0
	0.00

	21-Apr
	
	2
	0.25

	22-Apr
	0
	2
	0.42

	23-Apr
	0
	6
	1.90

	24-Apr
	
	0
	0.00

	25-Apr
	72
	0
	0.00

	26-Apr
	73
	3
	0.95

	27-Apr
	
	0
	0.00

	28-Apr
	
	0
	0.00

	29-Apr
	
	3
	0.09

	30-Apr
	0
	0
	0.00

	01-May
	0
	0
	0.00

	02-May
	74
	0
	0.00

	03-May
	67
	5
	0.59

	04-May
	0
	5
	0.84

	05-May
	
	3
	0.47

	06-May
	
	0
	0.00

	07-May
	0
	7
	1.26

	08-May
	0
	0
	0.00

	09-May
	71
	5
	0.92

	10-May
	
	1
	0.23

	11-May
	
	4
	0.50

	12-May
	
	10
	1.32

	13-May
	
	6
	1.08

	14-May
	73
	1
	0.20

	15-May
	66
	22
	1.03

	16-May
	
	13
	0.93

	17-May
	
	7
	0.48

	18-May
	
	6
	0.84

	19-May
	
	16
	0.85

	20-May
	
	7
	0.61

	21-May
	0
	16
	1.30

	22-May
	62
	24
	1.26

	23-May
	
	17
	0.78

	24-May
	73
	11
	0.60

	25-May
	
	52
	2.56

	26-May
	
	36
	1.59

	27-May
	
	62
	2.95

	28-May
	
	41
	2.48

	29-May
	68
	30
	2.54

	30-May
	70
	24
	1.26

	31-May
	69
	19
	1.03

	01-Jun
	71
	24
	1.05

	02-Jun
	
	6
	1.35

	03-Jun
	0
	0
	0.00

	04-Jun
	62
	4
	0.87

	05-Jun
	63
	7
	1.54

	06-Jun
	65
	8
	1.27

	07-Jun
	59
	3
	0.93

	08-Jun
	0
	11
	3.85

	09-Jun
	0
	2
	0.45

	10-Jun
	0
	10
	2.11

	11-Jun
	62
	11
	3.67



